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Editorial

Redistricting in the 11th Hour

By Max Anderson 

March 7, 2012 • 6:31 pm

The clock is ticking, as New Yorkers wait for their state government to produce new boundaries for congressional and state legislative districts. The snail’s pace progress of the state’s Legislative Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportionment has been painful to watch. (Although, with a title like that, maybe “LATFOR” had to be slow.)

First, Gov. Andrew Cuomo sat back for too long, taking a passive role, while LATFOR members ignored his previous demands that the Legislature hand redistricting duties over to an independent body. Then, as the deadline for candidates to file petitions drew near, putting would-be challengers at a steep disadvantage, the courts have tried to intervene.

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver doesn’t inspire much confidence in the legislative task force’s ability to quickly resolve this matter.

When will this be resolved? The public doesn’t know for certain, but we do know that it must be soon. Perhaps a deal will be ironed out in a back room somewhere, in typical Albany style.

Before he left office, Gov. David Paterson visited our newspaper for an “exit interview” of sorts. He pointed to the once-a-decade redistricting process as one of the surest examples of state government dysfunction. We are witnessing the truth of Paterson’s claim right now.
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